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AQ VERY facetious friend of mine was 
ym, obferving the other day, that he 
ee could always. difcover with great 

@ certainty the fhape, height. and 

7) complexion of any man’s wife. in 

> company, by calling for his toaft. 

Hf he gives you a lean woman, depend upon it, fays he, 
his wife.is a fat one ; or. if he drinks his bumper to a 
beauty of fine height and complexion, you may fafely. 
conclude that the lady at. home is little and {warthy, 
and fo on:. for, continues he, I have ever found it 
to be true, that when a man has been married a full 
half year, -he will be the conftant admirer of all other 
women, in proportion as they differ from his own wife., 
- 1 wasn. with all my heart there was no colour of 
truth in thisremark ; but Iam afraid that the wives of 


the generality of men, like their other poffeffions, are apt 
to 
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fo palla little upon their hands. Fine fortunes, fine. 
houfes, fine garderis and fine equipages, bring but lictle 
enjoyment to their owners ; infomugh that we are every 
day breaking the tenth commandment, by cover ‘ing our 
neighbour's boufe, ur neighbour's wife, or any thing that 
# our neighbour's. 

Wuence this perverfenefs- of mankind arijes, I will 
not take upon me to determine: My friend, who ne- 
ver thinks enough to perplex himfelf, lays the fault 
upon human nature. He afferts that men are in every 
refpect juft what they were intended to be, and that 
we have the fame reafon to” be angry with a bear for 
not being a man, as with a man for having the imper- 
fections of one. 

TuaT. we are frail by_nature is too certain a truth ; 
‘but the comfort is, that He who' made us fo, does not 
expect perfeciion from-us, and will pardon errors that 
do not: proceed from. wilful corruption, and obftinate 
difSbedience. 

Tuere is a humourous fable of the ancients upon 
the general. frailty of mankind; which as I have never 
feen in Englith; I-have ventured to modernize and tranf- 
late for the entertainment of my readers. 

“© JuprTer, after he had feized the throne, of Saturn, 
“ conquered the Titans, and made the. univerfe his 
* own, left the government of this lower world, and 
“ the affairs of mankind, to the inferior deities. Each 
“ had his feparate votaries, and no one was to interfere 
in the department of another. Mars was captain ge~ 
* neral of the foldiery -of all hations ; Neptune was 
« lord high admiral ; Bacchus ‘prefided over’clubs and » 
«« feftivals, Mercury over trade, Apollo over wit and 
« phyfic, Minerva over learning, Venus and’ the Gra- 
ces over beauty, Juno over marriage, Diana over 


- « chaifity, and fo on. 
ec Iw 
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_. Ini the ifirft ages‘of the ‘world the, affaics ef, mem 
«: feemed' to be:in-a.very flourifhing condition; but the 
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face.of, things began gradually to change,; till, at; lath 
a general depravity prevailed over the, face of the 
whole earth. The gods, finding themfelves unequal 
to the tafk impofed upon them, and angry with man 
kind, petitioned Jupiter to take the government of, 
them into his own hands; but he frowned at. their. 
requeft, commanding them-to proceed as they had. 
begun,, and leave eonfequences to himielf. The de- 


* ities, perplexed at their repulfe, convened a; council 


among themfelves, in which it was agreed that they, 
fheuld draw. up a fecond petition to Jupiter, that for 
the better underftanding the nature of mankind, they 
fhould have leave. to pay a vifit tothe world, and to 
take upon them for a time the feveral natures of their 
votaries. Jupiter laughed, and confented to, their 
petition, but. with this particular limitation, that they 
fhould be entirely divefted of fupernatural powers 
and. that as they were to perfonate mortals, they 
fhould be fubjeét to their frailties. 

“ Tue deities. confented to the will of Jupiter, and. 
having deliberated on the:feveral parts they were to 
act, made their defcent upon the earth. Mars bought 
himfelf a pair of colours in the guards, and being a 
gay handfome young fellow, and a great favourite of 
the ladies, was quickly advanced to the command 
of accompany. His. equipage was the moft fplendid 
that-could be imagined ; he drefled, danced, gamed 
and {wore to. the utmoft perfection ; he knocked 


down watchmen and conftables, drew his {word up- 


on chairmen and. waiters, laughed at the. parfons, 
biiked whores and hackney-coachmen, cheated. tay- 


lors and lace-men, ftormed towns at every tavern, 





and 
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‘and faluted at the head of his company with: inimita- 


* ble grace. But having unfortunately feduced the 
“wife of his friend; ‘and being called out on the occa~ 


fion, fie chofe to decline ‘fighting, a was | broke 


é for cowardice. 

‘ i Neprone was a hardy rough tar, and got early the 
© command ofa fixty gun fhip. He-attacked the trade 
of the enemy with great ‘intrepidity, and took prizes 


of immenfe value. His prudence was equal to his 
courage ; inafmuch as his fhip was never known to 


" fuffer by the enemy’s fhot, or a man to die on board 


her of a violent death. But as Neptune was now 
no more than a man, and therefore liable to error, 
he had the misfortune to miftake his admiral’s fignal 
to attack, for a fignal to heer off, and happening to 
have no intereft at court, was difabled from fervice, 
and feént to live ‘upon his fortune. - 


«© Baccuus was “a country {quire, and a great {ports- 


man; he got drunk every day, and debauched all the 
wives and daughters of his tenants and neighbours 5 
till being reduced ‘by his extravagance, and driven to 


various fhifts, he at laft drew beer in a night-cellar to 


hackney-coachmen and ftreet-walkers. 


“4 Mercury was a linen-draper in the city, and 


acquired a ‘plentiful fortune ‘by being three times a 


bankrupt ; ‘but happening to be difcovered in a fourth 


attempt, he was ftript of all “his wealth, and very 
narrowly efcaped hanging. Te was afterwards cap- 
tain of a gang of thieves, and at faft recalled to heaven 
from the condemned ‘hold in Newgate. 


~ & Apotto commenced mortal in the character ofa 


phyficiai, and fo peopled the fhades of ‘Pluto with 
fouls, thatthe boat of Charon ‘became crazy ‘by their 
weight. Jupiter grew incenfed at ‘his murders, and 


commanded him to begin the world again in a more 
innocent 
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innocent calling. Apollo obeyed, and became a wit. 
He compofed loofe fonnets and plays ; he libelled the 
good; flattered the bad, blafphemed the gods, and 
was. patronized by the great: but unhappily ftanding 
in need of their affiftance, they withdrew their favours, 
and left him to ftarve in a garret on the bounty of the 
bookfellers. i 

«« Minerva wasa lady of fine parts and learning, but 
a great flattern. She never ftuck a pin in her clothes, 
nor changed them till they wore out. Her linen 
was ftained with ink, her hair uncombed, her petti« 
coats falling off, her ftockings full of holes, and her 


* feet flipfhod. She talked in fyllogifims, wrote in he- 


roics, and married her footman. 

*« Venus, who while a goddefs, had always a han- 
kering after mortal flefh and blood, was highly pleaf- 
ed with this defcent upon earth. She aflumed the 
form of a beautiful girl of fourteen, took lodgings in 


Covent-garden, and dealt out her favours liberally to 
all vifitors. Her ftate of mortality was fo fuited to her 


‘« inclinations, that heaven and the goddefs were never 


thought of, till the lofs of her nofe made her figh for 
immortality. 
** DIANA was a great prude all day, but had her 


« Endymions by moonlight. It is reported of her that 
© fhe was eleven times brought to bed, without being 


once able to give the leaft probable guefs at the father 
of the child. | 

‘© Or Juno it is only faid, that the fcolded feven huf- 
bands to death; and of the Graces, that they were 
exceeding neat girls till they married, and fluts after- 
wards. 

« Hlavine ftaid the limited time upon earth, they 
were ail fummoned to heaven, in their human forms 
and habits, to make their appearance before the throne 


‘s of Jupiter. Mars and Neptune made a tolerable f- 
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_ ‘© gure, but looked a little thy. Bacchus had a blue 


** apron on, anda ftring of pewter pots thrown. acrofs 
‘his fhoulder. Mercury appeared feéttered and hand- 
** cuffed ; he hada wollen cap upon his head, a nofe- 
‘‘* gay in his hand, and a halter about his neck. Apollo 
“ was full-dreft in a fuit of rufty black, a: tie-wig, a 
** filver hilted-fword, roll-up ftockings, deep ruffles, 
** but no ‘fhirt: his features were begrimed with fnuff, 
** and his mouth crammed with tobacco. As Minerva 
** approached to make her curt’fy, Jupiter held his nofe, 
** and beckoned to her to keep aloof, telling her that 
** for the future he would have no learned ladies upon 
* earth. Venus held her fan before her face, till Ju- 
‘< piter commanded her to uncover. Hethen enquired © 
“* after her nofe, and. afked if the gin fhe had drank 
‘© that morning was right Holland’s. Diana complained 
** much of adropfy ; upon which Jupiter laughed, and 

.  promifed to ferd Lucina to cure her, adding that he 
« hoped fhe had had good times. -Juno looked angry 
** at not being firft taken notice of, which upon Jupiter’s 
«« obferving, he gave her a gracious nod, and affured 
*< her that every one of her hufbands was at quiet in 
“ Elyzium. The Graces would have apolegized for 
“ their dithabille, but Jupiter prevented them,. and told 
“ them with a fmile that he would Lave no marriages in 
“ heaven. He then reftored them all to their divinities, 
« and afier ridiculing.and rebuking them for their mur- 
© murings and curiofity, cifmified them to their fe- 
< yeral charges, telling them that they were now ena- 
“« bled to make. allowances for the frailties and imper- 
« fections.of human nature, having experienced in their 
‘own perfons, that he had peopled the world with 
“ Men, and.not-Gons.” 
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